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were dictated to the wretch above- 
mentioned, by that Magistrate him- 
self. Thus was ihis foul conspiracy 
brought to light, but not before ruin 
was brought on the unfortunate in- 
dividual who was to have been the 
victim of it. He was for many 
moot lis confined in jail, under the 
charges, and his property was de- 
stroyed by those pretended guardians 
of the public weal, the Orangemen \ 
I' am yours, &c. 

Red-Jacket.* 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

PROSPECTUS OP A, STATISTICAL, AND 
PAROCHIAL DESCRIPTION OF IKE- 
LAND, TO BE PUBLISHED IN VO- 
LUMES ; BY WILLIAM SHAW MASON. 

r r , HE interest which the design of 
-*- publishing a Statistical account 
of Ireland has excited, and the man- 
ner in which the clergy have mark- 
ed their approbation of it by their 
numerous and valuable communica- 
tions, joined to the great importance 
and ultimate value ot the measure, 
have rendered it the duty 'of the 
individual who has undertaken the 
inquiry, to spare no ^rouble or ex- 
pense on his part, which may tend 
to the completion of the publication 
in a manner suitable to the subject 
and the aids which, he has received. 
Having, in this view, addressed 
himself to Sir John Sinclair, the au- 
thor of such inquiries in Great Bri- 
tain,, he has under the guidance of 
that experience writer determined, 
for the better elucidation of the sub- 
ject, to exhibit models to the several 
gentlemen, who have been request- 
ed to send in accounts of their res- 
pective parishes ; which mode of 
proceeding the patriotic and enlight- 



* A famous Chief of an Indian tribe in 
the Western regions of America, 



ened Baronet recommends in the fol- 
lowing words : " The circulation of 
queries is, » in general, the best 
means of extracting information ; 
but in many casts it may be of e- 
qual advantage to exhibit models; 
a plan which I found had an excel- 
lent effect, as it gave them* at once 
a complete idea of the nature and u- 
tilityof the inquiries, to which their 
attention was directed." 

A variety of models was then 
pointed out, selected from among 
the Statistical accounts of Scotland, 
of which the account of the town 
and parish of Thurso, from its great 
intrinsic merit had very eari-y attract- 
ed the attention of the individual 
conducting this inquiry. It appears 
to have been formed under the eye 
of the author of the Scotch Statisti- 
cal Accounts, and seems to be the 
result of his matured experience in 
the progress of the work : it is there- 
fore hoped that it will be considered 
as a model well calculated for draw- 
ing up the Statistical account of any 
district ; under which impression it 
lias been selected for re- publication, 
and is now presented to the Clergy 
of Ireland for their perusal and con- 
sideration. 

Together with the foregoing opi- 
nions communicated by Sir John 
Sinclair, he was pleased, in the 
kindest manner, to offer his assist- 
ance to the present undertaking ; 
and having at the same time drawn 
the attention of the compiler of the 
Irish Statisiical Accounts to the ge« 
neral report of the agricultural state 
and political circumstances of Scot- 
laud ; it has been considered advisa- 
ble to make the following extracts 
from ihat work, lor the purpose of 
shewing the nature and value of 
such inquiries as the present. 

" Various attempts have been 
made, to improve the state of politi- 

* The Clergy of Scotland. 
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eal society, in different countries, 
and at different times, sometimes by 
beneficent sovereigns, or by well- 
intentioned ministers, who wished to 
ameliorate the condition of the peo- 
ple whom they governed ; and at 
other times by philosophers or politi- 
cal writers, who (brmed systems in 
their closets, founded on mere spe- 
culation, and hence rarely capable 
of being ever carried into effect. 
Indeed the failure of these attempts 
is not to be wondered at. As well 
might an ignorant and presumptu- 
ous individual, attempt to build a 
lofty and splendid edifice, without 
any real knowledge of the materials 
of which it ought to be composed, 
or tbe least acquaintance with ar- 
chitecture, as the ingenious philoso- 
pher, secluded from the scenes of 
active life, could pretend to form a 
system, calculated for the practical 
improvement, or the solid advantage, 
of a populous and industrious na- 
tion. 

" Nor does it appear that even 
those benevolent rulers, who, with- 
out possessing the requisite informa- 
tion, endeavoured to ameliorate the 
situation of those whom they go- 
verned, have been much mote suc- 
cessful. Indeed, how could it be 
expected that they should succeed, 
unless they had previously made 
those minute and extensive inquiries, 
without which they must remain in 
the dark, and their efforts would 
probably become mischievous, in- 
stead of beneficial i Without a 
knowledge of facis, as a basis for 
any intended alteration in the laws, 
or in the political esiablii-hnient of 
a nation, it is impossible to j'dge, 
whether any change that may be 
brought about, would not be injuri- 
ous, or at least useless, instead of 
being advantageous to the commu- 
nity. 

** it is obvious, that no individual 
can rationally undertake to improve 



his lauded property, without know- 
ing its extent, the soil of which it 
consists, the number of fanners by 
whom it is occupied, the state of the 
buildings erected on it, the crops 
wh;ch it is' capable of producing, 
the best means of cultivating it, &c. 
In the same manner, no governor tan 
improve a country, or ameliorate 
the conditional' its inhabitants, with- 
out entering into minute inquiries of 
a similar nature, for tbe purpose of 
at least removing all obstacles to im- 
provement, indeed, wiiat is a 
country, but a great estate ? And 
the same general principles, as the 
celebrated Sully has ably maintained, 
which are applicable to the impiove- 
tneo of the one, must necessarily be 
calculated to promote the interests 
and happiness of the other." 

In determining the plan upon 
which the Statistical Account of Ire- 
land should finally appear before tbe 
public, some difficulties have occur- 
red, arising principally from an anxi- 
ous wish to render the work as po- 
pular as is consistent with utility, 
both with the public in general and 
the respected individuals who have 
given it their support and assistance. 
While there are many who are ar- 
dent admirers of the Statistical work 
for Scotland, and the judicious plan 
upon which it has been founded, 
consideting it the best mode of eli- 
citing a specific detail of tacts, and 
of giving, though in a dry, yet in 
an authoritative shape tbe desired 
information : there are others, who 
think that the present work would 
possess more attractions, and assume 
more the character of an historic re- 
cord, if the writers of returns were 
not to be cramped by the restraints 
which are the necessary consequence 
of adhering in their answers too 
closely to the queries ; and object to 
" the descriptions being thiown into 
the shape of a dry journal, and com- 
pelled to partake of the inelegance 
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which necessarily attends a mere ca- 
techetical inquiry." 

After having maturely considered 
these different opinions a middle 
course has suggested itself, agreea- 
bly to which, it is intended to ar- 
range the returns now preparing lor 
publication. The compiler of this 
work professes to form a book more 
calculated for utility than amuse- 
ment, It value wili eotrdst in bein.-r 
a great body of local information, 
collected by men of learning and 
uemas, who possess the good sense 
to-select, and die talents to eomruu- 
iticate u-ei'ui facts for die benefit of 
their country. A \v-.>rk of this na- 
ture, so important ia its object and 
comprehensive in its design, can on- 
ly be consulted as a book of refer- 
ence, in the arrangement of which, 
the facility of alfording information 
sliouid be considered as a primary 
object, A division of the subject 
matter of each return into a uniform 
series of heads or chapters, appears, 
therefore, to be indispensably ne- 
cessary ; and in the discussion of the 
respective articles assigned to each 
chapter, it is also desirable to ob- 
serve, a consecutive uniformity, with- 
out, however, imposing, any other 
restraint upon the respective writers,, 
whose embellishment of the subject 
treated of, may be adopted with con- 
siderable utility and effect, under 
each respective head agreeably to 
the prescribed order. 

A classification of the subject, 
pursuant to the following arrange- 
ment, is accordingly submitted, as 
most likely to secure, throughout the 
whole work the objects desired, in 
this view each return will be tbrowq 
into twelve heads or chapters, as be- 
low specified, which wilt compre- 
hend the substance of the queries 
formerly transmitted, blended with 
the details specified in Sir John Sin- 
clair's Analysis. Both Queries and 
Analysis are now reprinted, and the 

BELFAST MAG. NO« LXI1I. 



several articles numbered for the 
sake of being reft-rretl to. in ex- 
plaining the classification of the 
present plan, and sii(in-iiii> she head 
under which each of the articii'S lias 
been placed: a;id in the rii.-w of 
more fully explain n^ the wri'er'sr 
meaning, the account of tha Parish 
oi'Aghaboe after being framed ac- 
cording to the foregoing 'plan, is now 
repriiited : this account vvi.l also 
shew, that an inland parish, not a- 
bou.'iding with many of the usml 
stati-'lica! objects, may vet be nude 
to aiford pleasure and information, 

PLAN. 

A map or sketch of the parish, if 
it can be conveniently formed. 
i. 

The name of the parish, ancient 
and modem, its situation, eslentand 
division, climate and topographical 
description. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to the original queries from 
■ No. l,to No. 10, inclusive; and al- 
so the first six ar'icles and Nug. 32 
and 33 of Sir John Sinclair's Ana- 
lysis. 

!«• 

Mines, mineral*, and other na- 
tural productions. 

Tiiis head is to comprehend the 
answers to No. 1 1, of the original 
queries, and to No o3, 54, and 55, 
of the Analysis. 

lit. 

Modern buildings, both public 
anil private, including towns, vil- 
lages, gentietuens* seats, inas. &c. ; 
the roads, scenery, and superficial 
appt-aiauce of the parish. 

This head is to coaiprelieod the 
answers to No. ]3 of the original 
queries, and to No». 'iS, SO, 3t, 46, 
47, and 48, of the Analysis. 

Ancient buildiuas, consisting of 
moijakic and castela'-ed ruins, mo- 
h n 
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numents and inscriptions, or other 
remains of antiquity. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to the latter part of No. 12 
of the original queries, arid to No. 
57 of the Analysis, 
y. 

Present and foimer state of popu- 
lation, the food, fuel, and general 
appearance, mode of living and 
wealth of the inhabitants, diseases, 
and instances of longevity. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to Nos. It and 15 of the Ori- 
ginal queries, and to Nos. 7, 8, 29, 
38, 4h 42, 43, 44, and 45 of the 
Analysis. 

VI. 

The genius and dispositions of the 
poorer classes, their language, man- 
ners and customs, &c. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to Nos. 20, 21, and 22, of 
the original queries, and to Nos §0 
and Gl- of the Analysis. 

VII, 

The education and employment 
of their children, schools, state of 
learning, public libraries, &c. ; col- 
lection oi Irish MSS. or historical 
documents relating to Ireland. 

This head is to comprehend the 
snswers to Nos. 23, 24, and 25, of 
the original queries, and to No. 40 
of the Analysis. 

VIII. 

State of the religious establish- 
ment, niodt of tythes, parochial 
funds, and records, &c. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to part of No. 12, relative 
to churches, &c, of ' the original 
queries, and to Nos. 36, 37, 30, ant ] 
5S, ol the Analysis. 

IX. 

Modes of agriculture, crops, stocks 
of cattle, rural implements, chief 
proprietor's names, and average va- 
lue of land, prices of labour, fairs 
and markets, ike, 



This head is to comprehend the 
answers to Nos. 10, IS, and is), „f 
the original queries, and from No, 
9 to 23, and from No. 49 to 52, all 
inclusive, of the Analysis. 
x, 

Trade and manufactures, com- 
merce, navigation and shipping 
freight, &c. ° 

This head is to comprehuid the 
answers to No. 24, 25, 2{), 27, 34, 
and 35, of the Analysis. 
xt. 

Natural curiosities, remarkable oc- 
currences, and eminent men. 

This head is to comprehend t|, e 
answers to No. 56 of the Analysis, 
xn. 

Suggestions for improvement ; and 
means lor meliorating the situation 
of tiie people. 

This head is to comprehend the 
answers to Nos. 59, 62, and 63, of 
the Analysis. 

APPENDIX. 

Consisting of statistical tables, 
containing the value of the stock 
and annual produce of the parish, 
&c. &c. ' 

The compiler of this work is hap- 
py in being emtbled to gratify the 
public aiiKieiy with an early "pub- 
lication of the first volume, which he 
hopes to have completed by Mi- 
chaelmas, within one year from the 
date of his first circular letters and 
queries. This volume will contain 
the Statistical Account of the parishes 
named in the following )i.,t; and 
the compiler cannot pass by the pre- 
sent opportunity of returning |,j s 
grateful acknowledgment to the se- 
veral gentlemen, by whose prompt 
and valuable communications, to- 
gelher with the facilities which 
have been so liberally afforded Ibiin 
in the transmission of the various 
documents, he has been enabled to 
make such- rapid progress towards 
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the completion of a work, which nal slate of this country, than any- 
must necessarily convey more gene- Other that has been yet attempted 
ral information respecting the inter- in Ireland. 

An alphabetical list op the several parishes to Be included in the 
first volume of the statistical account op ikeland. 



Parisha. 


Diocese. 


Names. 


Adamstown, &c. 


Ferns 


The Rev. Edward Barton 


Aghaboe 


Ossory 


Doctor Ledwich 


Aghalee 


Dromore 


P. M. Fletcher 


Ardbraccan, &C. 


Meath 


i Dean Moore 


Ardstraw 


Derry 


Dr. Fitzgerald 


Bailiborough 


Kilinore 


■ John Giimly 


Ballintoy 


Connor 


Robert Trail 


Ballycastle 


Connor 


— — Luke Conolly 


BalJyshannon 


Raphoe 


— — Henry Major 


Carrick-on-Suir 


Lismore 


— — Standish Grady 


Clonmany 


Derry 


. F. L. Mo Hoy 


Clonmore, &c. 


Armagh 


Samuel Gerrard 


Creggan 


Armagh 


■ Henry Stewart 


Drumcannon, &c. 


Waterford 


— — John Cook 


Dunaghy 


Connor 


William Mayne 


Dunbrody, &c. 


Ferns 


' W. Glascott 


Dungiven 


Derry 


W. St. J. Patterson 


Enniscorthy, $cc. 


Ferns 


> Richard Radclhre 


Fiddown, &c. 


Ossory 


— — Joseph Sandys 


Finvoy 


Connor 


James Greene 


Fuerty 


Elphin 


■ Montague Short 


Grange Silv=e 


Leighlin 


■ ■ Edward Bay ley 


Hacketstown, &c. 


Leighlin 


D. M'Neale 


Hollywood 


Down 


W, A. Holmes 


Kilberry 


Dublin 


Thomas Kingsbury 


Killegny, &c. 


Ferns 


■ J. P. Gordon 


Killevy 


Armagh 


Joseph Henry 


Killybegs 


Raphoe 


— — J. Crawford 


Kilmacow 


Ossory 


E Carr 


Kilmanahen 


Kilfenora 


— — Dr. Kenny 


Lea 


Kildare 


1 John Jones 


Lismore, &c. 


Lismore 


Thomas Crawford 


Macroom 


Cork 


— — Samuel Davis 


Maghera 


Derry 


J. Graham 


Magheragal 


Connor 


• F. Potter 


Rathdrummin, &C. 


Armagh 


Ah. Lindsay 


Templecame 


Clogher 


■ William iogram 


Whitechurch, &c. 


Ferns 


— — Thoor.as Handcock 



Ihe Oriii'tiwl Suerks for obtaining 
Topographical, Statistic, and An- 
tiquarian Information, transmitted 
to the Clergy, in September, 1813. 

1. The name of the parish, an- 
cient and modern,; aud the patron's 
name and residence? 

2. In what barony, county, and 
io cese situated ? 



3. Whether united, &c. ; and it 
so, to what parishes ? 

4. Its geographical situation and 
boundaries ? 

5. Its townlands or other subdi- 
visions, with its extent in computed 
miles ? 

6. What proportion of arable, 
meadow, and pasture land it con- 
tains? 
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7. Also, the high road or roads 
intersecting the same? 

8. What rivers, their sources and 
bearings ; toughs, harbours, creeks, 
shores, &c, thuir dimensions, pe- 
culiar productions, &c. 

9. What mountains or hills, whe- 
ther pasturable or heathy and bar- 
ren ? 

10. What bogs, moors, woods, 
thickets, pkints, &c. ? 

11. What mines, minerals, &c. ? 

12. What churches, chapels, and 
places of worship ; glebe and glebe- 
houses; vuins of monasteries and 
other religions houses : also of cas- 
tles, round-towers, Danish forts and 
raths, moats, mouuments, and in- 
scriptions? 

13. What modern buildings, such 
as infirmaries, hospitals, jails, peni- 
tentiaries, bridewells or workhouses ? 
When erected, by whom endowed, 
and how supported ? Bridges, towns, 
aud villages, noblemen and gentle- 
men's seats and improvements ; on 
which side of the road leading to 
next market- town are they situated, 
with their instances and bearings 
from such town ? 

1 4. The reputed number of inha- 
bitants of such parish, from the 
number of families appearing in 
vestry-books and militia return rolls; 
distinguishing, as far as can be done, 
inaltis and females, their occupa- 
tions, whether in trade, manufac- 
ture, or agriculture ? 

15. The situation of inhabitants 
in point of wealth, the general food, 
health, appearance, and mode of 
living of the lower classes ; extra- 
ordinary instances oflongevuy, &c? 

3 8. Particular customs, patrons 
and patron-days, and traditions re- 
specting them i as also, the general 
traditions of the plare ; and the pro- 
bable derivations ot the names of 
peaces ? 

17. The langnage vised by the 
people in general ? 



18. The genius and dispositions 
of the poorer class ? 

19. The education and employ- 
ment of their children ? 

20. What schools ? whether pub- 
lic, if so, on what plan? the quar- 
terly salary for tuition, and number 
of scholars, if endowed, by whom, 
and with what revenue ? 

21 Whe'her there be any public 
library ? any collection of Irish or 
other manuscript documents relating 
to Ireland, &c. 

22. Highest acreable rent of the 
best, the middling and the poorest 
land in the parish, supposing it to 
be set within the last three years ? 

23. State of tithes, the several 
kinds, and how taken ? 

24. What modes of Agriculture, 
stocks of cattle, &c. ? 

25. Markets and fairs, when and 
where held ? 

Sir John Sinclair's Analysis of tke 
Statistical Account of a Parochial 
District. 

1. The name anxi its origin 

2. Situation anil extent of the pa- 

rish 

3. Number of acres 

4. Description of the soil and sur. 
face 

5. Nature and extent of the sea- 

coast. 

6. Lakes, rivers, islands, bills, rocks 
caves, woods, orchards, &c. 

7. Climate and diseases 

8. Instances of longevity 

9. State of property 

10. Number of proprietors 

) 1. Number of residing proprietors 

12. Mode of cultivation 

13. Implements of husbandry 

14. Manures 

1 5. Seed time and harvest 

16. Remarkable instances of good 

and bad seasons 

17. Quantity and value of each spe- 
cies of crops 
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18. Total value of the whole pro- 
duce of the district 
iO. Total, real, and valued rent 

20. Price of grain and provisions 

21. Total quantity of grain and other 

articles consumed in the parish 

22. Wages and price of labour 

23. Services, whether exacted or a- 

boiished 

24. Commerce 

25. Manufactures 

26. Manufacture of kelp, its amount, 

and the number of people em- 
ployed iu it 

27. Fisheries 

28. Towns and villages 

29. Police. 

30. Inns and ale houses 

31. Roads and bridges 

32. Harbours 

S3. Ferries, and their state 
34; Number of ships and vessels 

35. Number of seamen 

36. State of the church 

37. Stipend, manse, glebe and patron 

38. Number of poor 

39. Parochial funds, and the man- 
agement of them 

40. State of the schools and number 

of scholars 

41. Ancient state of population 

42. Causes of its increase or decrease 

43. Number of families 

44. Exact amount of the number of 

souls now living 

45. Division of the inhabitants 

I. By the place of their birth 
II. By their ages 

III. By their religious persuasions 

IV. By their occupations and si- 

tuations in iile 
V. By their residence, whether 
in town, village, or in the 
cou ntry 
*6. Number of houses 

47. uninhabited houses 

48. dove-cots, and to what 

extent they are destructive to 
the crops 
49, horses, their nature 



50. cattle, and do. 

51. — ~> sheep, and do. 

52. — — swine, and do. 

53. Minerals in general 

54. Mineral springs 

55. Coal and fuel 

56. Eminent men. 

57. Antiquities 

58. Parochial records 

59. Miscellaneous observations 

60. Character of the people 

61. Their manners, customs, stature, 

&c. 
62 Advantages and disadvantages 
63. Means by which their situation 

could be meliorated, &c. 

In the Press, and speedily will be 
published, in octavo, embellished 
xuith maps, plates, Sfc. 
The first volume of the Statis- 
tical Account, or Parochial 
Description of Ireland. The 
manner and terms on which the 
clergy and gentlemen can be sup- 
plied with copies, will be announ- 
ced in a future advertisemement. 
The clergy having with an alacrity 
that does them the greatest honour, 
supplied materials for the 2d and 3d 
volumes of this extensive work, the 
public may expect, that they will 
be ready for delivery early in the 
ensuing spring. 



and value 



To the Proprietors of tie Belfast Magentinc. 

Gentlemen, 

I HAVE read in your last num- 
ber, " Dion's" reply to my for- 
mer remarks on the impropriety of 
using Classical quotations. His" ar- 
guments and " whipping" allusions, 
can only be understood by Classi- 
cal scholars, being as unintelligible 
to others, as his " Integer vitas.' 
He says, that I erroneously sup- 
pose, that it is to show their learn- 
ing, that writers quote the foreign 
and dead languages ; and that I 
Si-'tim to think: mat language has but 



